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Severino Trucking, Inc. CLD Consulting 
Engineers, NHDOT $26,200,000 Fall 2016
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Project overview
THE PROJECT INCLUDES THE REPLACE-
MENT OF FOUR “RED LIST” BRIDGES AND

REHABILITATION OF ONE “RED LIST” 
BRIDGE AT EXIT 4. ROADWORK INCLUDES

CONSTRUCTION OF A THIRD SOUTHBOUND

LANE, BEGINNING APPROXIMATELY 150 
FEET NORTH OF THE EXISTING NORTH-
BOUND ON-RAMP, AND CONTINUING

APPROXIMATELY 0.6 MILES SOUTH. 

Exit 4 ramp reconstruction and pavement rehabilita-
tion, sound wall construction, drainage improvements, 
water line reconstruction, installation of a concrete 
median barrier, and guardrail improvements are also 
part of the total project.

Construction began in the fall of 2013, and is 
on going through 2016.

A major thoroughfare 
This section of the Turnpike is an important artery, 
carrying an average of 75,000 vehicles a day, and serves 
through-travelers as well as providing access to both 
the west and east sides of Manchester. 

The project will progress from west to east, and there 
will be times when traffic will be impacted and ramps 
closed to allow for continued work both day and night. 

This will be particularly true of the Exit 4 north-
bound on-ramp, which will be closed for several 
months towards the end of the project to facilitate its 
rehabilitation. When this occurs, traffic will be directed 
to use Second Street to access the Exit 5 northbound 
on-ramp. 

NHDOT and the contractors are committed to 
keeping the public informed of anticipated travel 
inconveniences. 

Drainage and water quality
While this is primarily a bridge reconstruction project, 
permanent roadway safety and operational improve-
ments will include widened shoulders to accommodate 
breakdowns and a third lane beginning south of the 
existing pedestrian bridge and extending through the 
Exit 4 interchange. 

This improves safety by providing another lane to 
better handle merging and diverging traffic move-
ments. A larger culvert will also be installed under the 
turnpike to better accommodate the drainage needs.  

(Continued on page 11)
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I-293 Improvements Underway  (continued)

The potential
With the addition of impervious roadway pavement, 
water quality issues have been fully evaluated. 

A new storm water collection system will gather all 
runoff and direct it to a series of treatment areas. This 
will help to clean the water before it is released into 
the river. 

Drainage and water quality
With the addition of impervious roadway pavement, 
water quality issues have been fully evaluated. 

A new storm water collection system will gather all 
runoff and direct it to a series of treatment areas. This 
will help to clean the water before it is released into 
the river. 

Managing construction
Currently, the roadway is often congested due to 
insufficient lane and shoulder widths to meet design 
standards. Because I293 is a critical link in the regional 
highway system, one key component of the design 
plan was to maintain, during construction, two lanes 
of through traffic in each direction to minimize disrup-
tion to the public. 

To provide room to replace the existing bridges while 
also maintaining traffic flow, additional widening 
of the highway is required. Instead of making this 
widening temporary, the design utilizes this construc-
tion necessity to provide permanent safety and design 
enhancements. 

Planning to widen the roadway through this area 
was challenging. The highway is bounded on the east 
by the Merrimack River shoreline and on the west by 
existing structures—including the City of Manchester’s 
West Side Pump Station, the Econolodge Hotel, and the 
supporting piers of the Queen City Bridge. Several new 
retaining walls will be constructed as a result.

The widening to the west also brings the roadway 
closer to several residential neighborhoods. To mitigate 
the effect of widening the highway and to improve the 
neighborhood environment, two sound walls will be 
constructed to reduce noise. 

Editor’s Note: Thank you to Christopher R. 
Bean, President, CLD, Keith Cota, Chief Project 
Manager, NHDOT and Tim Chapman, Resident 
Engineer, NHDOT for compiling the information 
for this article.
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The NHDOT has initiated a planning project to consider 
the transportation needs of a 3-mile segment of I-293 just 
north of the busy Exit 4 interchange. It extends northerly 
from the Granite Street interchange (Exit 5) to approxi-
mately one mile north of the NH Route 3A interchange 
(Exit 7). 

The planning project is being conducted in three 
phases:

Part A consists of a planning-level study. 

Part B  consists of preparing preliminary engineering 
plans and environmental documentation suit-
able for a Design Public Hearing and formal 
project approval. 

Part C  consists of the preparation of final design 
plans.

Part A is complete, and the ramifications associated 
with potential broad, transportation-system changes at 
this location have been evaluated. A range of practicable 
alternatives have been determined for further develop-
ment under Part B. 

This planning study evaluated interchange configura-
tions and system connectivity at Exit 6 and the potential 
for a new full-access interchange for Exit 7, north of the 
existing interchange. The new interchange would pro-

vide access to NH Route 3A and Dunbarton Road in the 
City of Manchester. 

The study also considered widening and align-
ment refinements for the I-293 mainline as well as 
Transportation Demand Management and Transportation 
System Management measures — including an assess-
ment of alternate modes of travel.

The Environmental Documentation and Preliminary 
Engineering (Part B) phase of the project is beginning in 
the Spring of 2014 with an anticipated 18 to 24-month 
schedule. Final design (Part C) will begin upon comple-
tion of Part B.

An open and consensus-driven process is key to 
the development and refinement of alternatives. The 
engagement of all stakeholders is important. Good 
planning practice involves a mutual learning process 
among practitioners, elected officials, residents, busi-
ness groups, citizen groups, and other affected parties. 

Your thoughts and ideas are critical to crafting and 
refining smart transportation solutions that are practical, 
permittable, affordable, and context sensitive in meeting 
the areas transportation needs.

Updates on the study schedule and associated reports 
can be found at the NHDOT website, under the Project 
Center.
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